Drumchapel and Clydebank Kayak Club Equipment Hire 

Equipment is available for hire by club members only. Hire is subject to availability and priority is given to club events and/or trips; all hires are subject to the club's equipment hire policy below, with which members should be familiar.

The cost of hire is as follows: 
· Hire charges are not applicable to children aged 16 years or less

· Hire charges are not applicable for equipment used on recognised training courses  

· For kayaks used on organised club trips: £3 per per boat and £1 for each additional piece of kit (paddle / buoyancy aid/ spraydeck /helmet up a maximum of £5 per trip total cost.  

· For kayaks used on non-club activities by members – as above

· For kayaks hired by external commercial training courses : £20.00 per boat + equipment per day .  ** See Hire Policy below as special conditions apply.
Additional Charges: Where hired by non-club members or when hired by club  members for an external events/organisations then any damage/repairs will be charged at cost.
Equipment Hire Policy 

Who can Hire Equipment?
Our club boats are available for hire by active club members and for club events/courses only; they are generally not  to be hired out commercially.  
** The exception is where they are under the supervision of a club member and the hire is generally agreed by the club committee.
General Limitations:- 

River Kayaks - No club boats are to be used on water rated above grade 4

River  Open Boats – no club boats to be used above moderate volume grade 3 maximum 

Sea - No club boats are to be used in advanced sea conditions (i.e. force 5 or above, more than 4 miles off-shore. 
Surf - No club boats are to be used on off-shore breaks or on surf over 4 foot (sea and surf kayaks)
Equipment Hire for Club Activities

Club-run trips are always led by approved coaches/trip leaders and they will therefore judge and consider paddler skill levels, so equipment hire is self-regulated on these occasions. 
Equipment Hire for Non-Club Activities

For club members with no formal qualifications
Experienced club paddlers with no formal star qualifications can hire equipment provided they are known to be, or prove that they are, proficient for the grade of water proposed. Members falling into this category should ensure that they have the support of a club coach, who can vouch for their ability, before making a booking.
For club members with 1 Star (plus 4 completed guided trips) and 2 Star qualifications

This is the minimum required standard to hire boats and qualification or experience should be of a recent nature (within last 5 years). The group size should be not less than 3 paddlers (negotiable in some circumstances). Having a known experienced paddler in the group may extend trip possibilities.

This standard allows for equipment hire to trip standard of:

Sea – Loch and sheltered flat water 
River – Loch and flat sheltered water
Open boat – loch and flat sheltered water
    
Paddlers of this standard that are known to be of good experience and ability may be allowed more freedom. Also, provision is made for trainees/beginners to get practice if conditions are suitable. Both are at the discretion of the club.
For club members with 3 star qualifications

Most of the guidelines laid out for 1 and 2 Star also apply to those members holding 3 Star awards, with the exception that they are now discipline specific.

This allows for equipment hire to trip standard of:

Sea – Short coastal trips in calm conditions
River – Grade 2 conditions maximum 
Open boat – Loch and flat sheltered water
    
Provision is made for known to be of good standard paddlers to have more freedom

For club members with 4 and 5 Star qualifications

This allows for equipment hire to trip standard of:

Sea – Force 4 maximum conditions
River – grade 3-4 conditions maximum 
Open boat - moderate volume grade 3 water maximum
     
Please keep your planned trips within your skill level.

How do I Hire Equipment? -   Equipment hire is carried-out on an entirely voluntary basis and the contribution that these volunteers make should be considered before making a booking. 
The following steps should be followed when undertaking any equipment hire through Drumchapel & Clydebank Kayak Club 

1. Have all trip and group details ready to pass on to hire co-ordinator volunteer;

2. When phoning please try to keep calls to no earlier than 9am and no later than 9pm;

3. If the volunteer hire co-ordinator  agrees to hire out a boat (all hires are at their discretion), then arrange a mutually suitable time for collection and return (please be flexible with your times and be punctual);

4. Stay in contact with your volunteer hire co-ordinator  and let them know if you are running late or your plans change;

5. Give plenty of notice for a hire request; two days or more (bookings may not be accepted with less than two days notice). If you want to make a booking well in advance this is ideal however we ask that you reconfirm the booking with the volunteer hire co-ordinator  closer to the hire date;

6. Ensure you have a suitable roof rack and tie-down straps; safe manual lifting of boats should be carried out by two people;

7. Please return equipment in a clean state and rinsed with fresh water. Return all soft kit in sets and hang it up where it should live in the equipment hut. Please report any damage you find to the club's Equipment Officer so we can fix it.
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